
April Notes N’ News                                 2008 

 New Members 

Welcome new member Hon. Michael Hluchaniuk.  

 

Congratulations 

. . . to Lori Tallman on being appointed to the Board 
of Trustees of the Community Foundation of Greater 
Flint. Timothy Knecht, and Nancy Hanflik were also 
reappointed to the board. 

 

Condolences 
. . . to Terry Bankert on the death of his mother, 
Leona B. Schmier. 
. . . to Alan Himelhoch on the death of his father, 
Robert Himelhoch. Robert is also the uncle of Jeffrey 
Himelhoch.  

 

Thank You 
. . . to John P. Siler and Jim Dillard for their pro 
bono legal work on behalf of the Genesee County Bar 
Foundation.  

 

Address Change 

. . . Shayla Blankenship, of Blankenship & 
Blankenship PLLC, has relocated to 302 E. Court St., 
Flint, MI 48502. Phone (810) 600-2986; Fax (810) 
232-1113.  
  

Case Evaluation Late Fee Donors 

Thanks to Peter Diesel, Jim Dillard, Edward Davi-
son, Susan Preketes, Greg Gibbs and Ricky Carlson 
for donating their Circuit Court Case Evaluation late 
fees. Donations are placed in a restricted account for 
long term maintenance of the building. Thank you.  
 

Golf Outing 

Door prizes valued at $25 or more are needed for the 
2008 Annual Golf Outing. If you or one of your cli-
ents  have a door prize to donate, contact the GCBA at 
232-6012. Thank you.  

315 E. COURT STREET, FLINT, MI 48502 
PHONE (810) 232-6000 
FAX (810) 232-8310 

GCBA@GCBALAW.ORG 
WWW.GCBALAW.ORG 

Law Day Donations 
Thanks to the following contributors for sponsoring stu-
dent Law Day lunches: LindaLee Massoud, Dawn 

Crichton, Edward Henneke, Hon. Larry Stecco, Tess 

Sullivan and Michael Tesner, Carolyn Boegner, 

Orene Bryant, Ward Chapman, Hon. Duncan Beagle, 

Carl Bekofske, Christenson & Fiederlein, Dolores 

Coulter, Robert Segar, John Folts, Lynnmarie John-

son, Michael Kelly, Mark Latchana, Tracey 

Merithew, Robert MacDonald, Andrea Legendre, and 
Richard Ruhala. A special thanks to the Genesee 
County Bar Foundation and Roberta Wray for their 
financial support of Law Day activities.  

 

Partnership In Education Program  (PEP) 

The GCBA, LSEM, Greater Eastside Community Asso-
ciation, and others, have formed a series of legal commu-
nity workshops. Presenters are needed for the following 
dates and topics: 
♦  June 5 & 19th: Parents, Teens and the Law 
♦  August 7 & 21: Family Law 
♦  October 2 & 20: Landlord/Tenant  
♦  November 2 & 20: Consumer Credit  
♦  December 4 & 18: Nursing Home, Long Term Care 
♦  January 1 & 15: Understanding SSI and SSD. 
 
The workshops take place from 6-7:30 p.m. at Asbury 
United Methodist  or Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. Contact 
Ann Lossing Ruwart at 234-2621 for more information.  

 

Save The Date 

April 16, 2008: Family Law Seminar on Dealing with 
Difficult People; 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; Holiday Inn Gate-
way Centre. 
April 21, 2008: Monthly Membership Meeting featuring  
Michigan State Legislators; 12 noon; Masonic Temple. 
May 1, 2008: Community Forum. See enclosure.  
May 2, 2008: Law Day Luncheon; 11:15 a.m.; Masonic 
Temple. 
May 13, 2008: Probate Seminar on Special Needs Trust; 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.; Holiday Inn Gateway Centre. 
May 19, 2008: Annual Meeting & Election of Officers. 
See enclosure.  
June 9, 2008: GCBA Annual Golf Outing.  Shotgun start 
at 1:00p.m. 

2008 Golf Outing2008 Golf Outing2008 Golf Outing2008 Golf Outing    

June 9, 2008June 9, 2008June 9, 2008June 9, 2008    

~ more details to follow ~  



An early R.S.V.P. would be appreciated. Luncheon free to Sustaining Members; $10 members; $15 non-members; $15 walk-

ins.  Unpaid no-shows will be billed $15.   April 21, 2008  

 

Name(s):  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount Enclosed:                           Check #____________________  ❏I will Pay at the Door 
  

CREDIT CARDS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

❏ Debit Card         ❏ Visa       ❏ MasterCard        Charge my credit card for $ ___________________ 

 

Credit Card Account #:_________________________________ Exp. date: _____________________ 

 

Name as appears on card:_______________________________  Last 3#’s on back of card:________________ 

 

Billing address of credit card: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

   

       ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #:______________________________________ Email Address:_______________________@__________________  

 

Signature:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Return to the GCBA at 315 E. Court St.,  Flint, MI 48502; or fax to (810) 232-8310;  or email the GCBA at   or register on line 

at www.gcbalaw.org. No refunds after the Friday before each luncheon.  No-shows not paid in advance will be billed $15. 

TELEPHONE RESERVATIONS ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTED 

April 21, 2008 Membership Meeting 
 

Featuring 

Michigan State Legislators 
 

Monday, April 21, 2008 ♦♦♦♦ Masonic Temple — Noon 
 

State Senator Deb Cherry 
State Senator John Gleason 

State Representative Brenda Clack 
State Representative Lee Gonzales 

State Representative Richard Hammel 



 
 

 

 

 

 

  
  

Donations are needed to sponsor student meals for the Law Day luncheon on Friday, May 2, 2008. A modest gift of $20.00 or more 
would very much be appreciated and will cover the cost of two student lunches.  

Luncheon MenuLuncheon MenuLuncheon MenuLuncheon Menu    
Chicken breast, twice-baked potato, vegetable blend, 
salad, rolls and butter, punch, milk, iced tea , coffee,   
dessert. 

Friday, May 2, 2008Friday, May 2, 2008Friday, May 2, 2008Friday, May 2, 2008    

Masonic Temple,  755 S. Saginaw St., Flint  

11:15-12:45 p.m. (registration at 11:00 a.m.)  

METHOD OF PAYMENTMETHOD OF PAYMENTMETHOD OF PAYMENTMETHOD OF PAYMENT    

✦  I have enclosed a check payable to the GCBA:   

  check #  ___________________________ 

✦ Card: ☐ VISA     ☐ MasterCard   ☐ Debit Card 

______________________________________________ 
Credit Card #  

Expiration date __________________________________ 

  

3 digit pin number on back of card___________ 

______________________________________________ 
Billing address 

______________________________________________ 
Name (as appears on credit card)  

REGISTRATION FORMREGISTRATION FORMREGISTRATION FORMREGISTRATION FORM    

Name(s)  __________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________ State _____  Zip__________ 

Phone   ___________________________________________ 

    
Registration Deadline: April 23, 2008Registration Deadline: April 23, 2008Registration Deadline: April 23, 2008Registration Deadline: April 23, 2008    

    
Return to the GCBA at 315 E. Court St., Flint, MI 48502; or 

fax to (810) 232-8310; or e-mail the GCBA at rls@gcbalaw.org.  

For additional information or special dietary needs, contact the 

Genesee County Bar Association at (810) 232-6012. 

WalkWalkWalkWalk----ins will be ins will be ins will be ins will be     
charged $20charged $20charged $20charged $20    

Genesee County Bar Foundation ~  Law Day SponsorGenesee County Bar Foundation ~  Law Day SponsorGenesee County Bar Foundation ~  Law Day SponsorGenesee County Bar Foundation ~  Law Day Sponsor    

Lunch tickets $15.00 each    # ______________ 
Donation to sponsor a student   $ ______________ 
Total      $ ______________ 

Luncheon & Awards CeremonyLuncheon & Awards CeremonyLuncheon & Awards CeremonyLuncheon & Awards Ceremony    
Featuring Vertigo Productions Featuring Vertigo Productions Featuring Vertigo Productions Featuring Vertigo Productions     

vignette ofvignette ofvignette ofvignette of    

“Inherit The Wind” “Inherit The Wind” “Inherit The Wind” “Inherit The Wind”     
and award presentations to  and award presentations to  and award presentations to  and award presentations to      

    ♦Crime Victim Advocate of the Year Award Recipient Det.  Ron Skarzinski, City of Fenton Crime Victim Advocate of the Year Award Recipient Det.  Ron Skarzinski, City of Fenton Crime Victim Advocate of the Year Award Recipient Det.  Ron Skarzinski, City of Fenton Crime Victim Advocate of the Year Award Recipient Det.  Ron Skarzinski, City of Fenton     

    ♦Golden Apple Award Recipient Gary Smith, Grand Blanc School District Golden Apple Award Recipient Gary Smith, Grand Blanc School District Golden Apple Award Recipient Gary Smith, Grand Blanc School District Golden Apple Award Recipient Gary Smith, Grand Blanc School District     

    ♦  Special recognition to the originators of the Liberty Bell Award : William P.  Daniel,  Anthony J.  Special recognition to the originators of the Liberty Bell Award : William P.  Daniel,  Anthony J.  Special recognition to the originators of the Liberty Bell Award : William P.  Daniel,  Anthony J.  Special recognition to the originators of the Liberty Bell Award : William P.  Daniel,  Anthony J. 

        Mansour,  and Hon. Harold E.  Resteiner. Mansour,  and Hon. Harold E.  Resteiner. Mansour,  and Hon. Harold E.  Resteiner. Mansour,  and Hon. Harold E.  Resteiner.     

LAW DAY 2008LAW DAY 2008LAW DAY 2008LAW DAY 2008    





GENESEE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
COMMUNITY FORUM    

 

Michigan’s Drivers’ Responsibility Fees 
Why Do We Have Them? 

Can They Have Devastating Effects? 

 Should They Be Amended or Abolished?   

Thursday, May 1, 2008 

Flint Public Library 
 

5:30 p.m. Refreshments 

6:00 p.m. Forum begins 

7:30 p.m. Conclusion 

Featuring 
 

Hon. Larry J. Stecco, 
67th District  Court Judge 
 
Mr. Robert Emerson,  
Michigan Budget Director  
 
Hon. John Gleason, 
State Senator  
 
Mr. Reginald Johnson, 
Defendant  
 
Attorney Roberta J. F. Wray,  
Moderator  

Funded by a grant from the Genesee County Bar Foundation  

 
 

For more information, contact the GCBA at (810) 232 6000. 

Free and 

open to the 

public 





PROBATE COURT  

PRACTICE SEMINAR 
From the GCBA Probate Committee  

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 ♦ Holiday Inn Gateway 

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2008 
 

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Registration 
9:00 - 12:15 p.m.  Seminar: Washington Conference Room  

GCBA members  $25.00 
Non-members  $50.00 
 
Genesee County Bar Association Members: The reduced 

rate for this seminar is brought to you by the Genesee County 

Bar Foundation Louis D. McGregor Continuing Legal Edu-

cation Fund. For more information, or to join the GCBA, call 

REGISTRATION FORM           (form may be photocopied) 

 

Registration fee:    ☐  $25.00 GCBA member 
           ☐  $50.00 Non-member 
   ☐  Add $15.00 for walk-ins  
Total amount enclosed:  $___________________________ 

 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

 

✦  I have enclosed a check payable to the GCBA:   

 check # __________________________ 

 

✦ Card: ☐VISA     ☐MasterCard    ☐Debit Card 
 

 _________________________________________________ 

Credit Card #  

 

Expiration date _____________________________________

  

3 digit pin #on back of card___________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Billing address  

     

_________________________________________________ 

Name (as appears on credit card)  

 

Cancellations made within three days of the seminar will be 

assessed a $10.00 handling fee. No refunds for cancellations 

the day of seminar or thereafter. No-show reservations (not 

paid in advance) will be assessed an additional $10.00 han-

dling fee.  

FACULTY AND TOPICS 

BRETT A. HOWELL: 
Special Needs Trust And Medicaid Update 

 

BRIAN M. BARKEY:  

Social Security Discussion As Applied To Probate Practice 

 

JAMES N. BAUER:   

Probate Court Accounting Practices 

CUSTOMER INFORMATION 

Name  _____________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________ 

City  ______________________________State _____ Zip___________ 

Phone _____________________________________________________  

Fax _______________________________________________________ 

MAIL registration form with check to the Genesee County Bar Associa-
tion, 315 E. Court St., Flint, MI 48502. FAX registration with credit card 
information to the GCBA at (810) 232-8310. ONLINE registration at 
www.gcbalaw.org.  
 

LOCATION 

Holiday Inn Gateway Centre (810)  232-5300: 5353 Gateway Centre at 
Hill Road in Mundy Township, Grand Blanc, MI, 3/4 mile south of  the  
I-75 and US-23 interchange. The Holiday Inn is a non-smoking facility.  
 

REGISTRATION FEES  (handouts and continental 

   breakfast included)  



DEALING WITH DIFFICULT PEOPLE: 

CLIENTS AND COUNSEL  
By the Family Law Committee of the GCBA 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008  ✦ Holiday Inn Gateway  

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 2008 
8:30 a.m               Registration 
9:00 -12:00  p.m.       Seminar  

 
GCBA members   $25.00 
Non-members   $50.00 
 

County Bar Association Members: The reduced rate for this 

seminar is brought to you by the Genesee County Bar Foun-

dation Louis D. McGregor Continuing Legal Education 

Fund. For more information, or to join the GCBA, call 

Ramona Sain at (810) 232-6012.  

REGISTRATION FORM           (form may be photocopied) 

 

Registration fee:    ☐  $25.00 GCBA member 
           ☐  $50.00 Non-member 
   ☐  Add $15.00 for walk-ins  
Total amount enclosed:  $___________________________ 

 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

 

✦  I have enclosed a check payable to the GCBA:   

 check # __________________________ 

 

✦ Card: ☐VISA     ☐MasterCard    ☐Debit Card 
 

 _________________________________________________ 

Credit Card #  

 

Expiration date _____________________________________

  

3 digit pin #on back of card___________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Billing address  

     

_________________________________________________ 

Name (as appears on credit card)  

 

Cancellations made within three days of the seminar will be 

assessed a $10.00 handling fee. No refunds for cancellations 

the day of seminar or thereafter. No-show reservations (not 

paid in advance) will be assessed an additional $10.00 han-

dling fee.  

CUSTOMER INFORMATION 

Name  _____________________________________________________ 

Address  ___________________________________________________ 

City  ______________________________State _____ Zip___________ 

Phone _____________________________________________________  

Fax _______________________________________________________ 

MAIL registration form with check to the Genesee County Bar Associa-
tion, 315 E. Court St., Flint, MI 48502. FAX registration with credit card 
information to the GCBA at (810) 232-8310. ONLINE registration at 
www.gcbalaw.org.  
 

LOCATION 

Holiday Inn Gateway Centre (810)  232-5300: 5353 Gateway Centre at 
Hill Road in Mundy Township, Grand Blanc, MI, 3/4 mile south of  the  
I-75 and US-23 interchange. The Holiday Inn is a non-smoking facility.  

REGISTRATION FEES  (handouts and continental 

   breakfast included)  

DO YOU KNOW THESE TYPES?  

“Exploders”  “Bullies” “Stallers”  “Hiders” 

“Non-Responders”  “I Am the Center of the Universe!”  

This seminar will offer tangible strategies and tools to help 

you deal with difficult people: clients and counsel.  

 

PROGRAM  

Victoria V. Kremski, SMB Professional Standards Division 

Martha Burkett, Lawyers and Judges Assistance Program   

 

Comparative Mediation. Role playing skits with difficult 

clients and with difficult attorneys featuring Pamela Wis-

trand, Brian Barkey, Richard Barron, Ronald Haldy, and 

James Stephenson. Dr. David Hall, lecturer, teacher, consult-

ant and therapist, on strategies for dealing with difficult be-

haviors.  

 

Panel Discussion. Judicial help with difficult clients featur-

ing Hon. Duncan M. Beagle, Hon. David Newblatt, Hon. 

Michael J. Theile, Hon. John A. Gadola, and Hon. Robert E. 

Weiss. 









 

Event Sponsor Opportunities 
 
  $350.00  Supreme Court Sponsors    
 ✦ Logo on t-shirt sleeve: limited to 2 donors     
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 2 race entries  ✦ 2 t-shirts 
 
 
 $250.00  Court of Appeals Sponsors      
 ✦ Larger name printed on top back of t-shirt (imprint area: approx 4.5" x 2"): limited to 3 donors   
 
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 2 race entries   ✦ 2 t-shirts     
 
 
 $200.00  Circuit Court Sponsors 
 ✦ Name printed on back of t-shirt (imprint area: approx 1" x 3"): limited to 7 donors   
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 2 race entries  ✦ 2 t-shirts  
 
 $150.00  Post Race Party Sponsor 
 ✦ Name printed on banner: limited to 3 donors  
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 2 race entries  ✦ 2 t-shirts 
 
 $100.00  Finish Line Refreshment Sponsor 
 ✦ Name printed on race-day refreshment sign:  limited to 10 donors       
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 1 race entry   ✦ 1 t-shirt  
 
 $50.00   Water Station Sponsor   
 ✦ Name printed on race-day water station sign:  limited to 10 donors  
 ✦ Listing in Bar Beat  ✦ 1 race entry   ✦ 1 t-shirt  
 
Sponsor Name_________________________________  Phone#_______________________________ 

GCBA 5K Run for the BAR 
Volunteer Opportunities 

Note: Volunteers can check off more than one time slot.  
 

Name________________________________________  Phone#_______________________________ 
    Please Print     
Email Address: ________________________ 
     
VOLUNTEERS PLEASE INDICATE YOUR SHIRT SIZE (Circle)  S M L XL 

   XXL 

PRE RACE PACKAGE PICK UP, Thursday, June 12, 2008   

 Distribute race packages (9:30-5:30 p.m.) Indicate time: ______________________________  

 

RACE DAY: Friday, June 13, 2008 (time includes 30 minute orientation) 
 Deliver supplies   1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  (4 volunteers needed) 
 Office volunteers & finish line 3:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m  (10 volunteers needed) 
 Course volunteers    5:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  (20 volunteers needed) 
 Post race picnic   5:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  (10 volunteers needed) 



2008 Genesee County Bar Association  

30th Annual Golf Outing 
~ New Price! New Location! ~  

 

 Join Your Friends, Colleagues and Members of the Legal Community at the  

FLINT ELKS COUNTRY CLUB ✦✦✦✦ MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2008 
7177 E .Maple Ave., Grand Blanc, MI  (between Vassar Rd. and Irish Rd.) 

 

Schedule:       Prizes 

11:00 a.m. Registration and Driving Range Open  ✦1st Place, 2nd Place     ✦ Hole-in-1 

12:00 noon Lunch      ✦ Closest to the Pin male & female     ✦ 50/50 Raffle 

1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start     ✦ Longest Drive male & female     ✦ Door prizes for all 

6:15 p.m. Dinner Buffet  

  Non-golfers may join us for dinner   

         

Price Includes: ✦ Driving Range  ✦ Golf & Cart  ✦ Lunch  ✦ Dinner Buffet   

 

Please note: Golf fees are not waived for members.   Dress Code: shirts with collars and no blue jeans.  

 

TEAM (4 person scramble)  LIMITED NUMBER OF TEAMS AVAILABLE:  PLEASE REGISTER EARLY! 

 

Name_______________________________________________   Name____________________________________________ 

Captain  

 

Name_______________________________________________ Name____________________________________________ 

 

Telephone Number: __________________________________ 

 

Payment 

$85 p/golfer x _________  = $_________ $125 tee/green sign x_____ = $_________ 

$175 embroidered flag x __  =  $_________ $25 dinner for non-golfers =   $_________ 

TOTAL DUE   = $_________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED  = $_________ 
 

Make checks payable to the Genesee County Bar Association. ❒ I have enclosed a check in the amount of $_______________  
 

Credit Card Payment: ❒Debit   ❒Visa   ❒Master Card ❒Charge my credit card for $___________ 
 

Return to the GCBA at 315 E. Court St., Flint, MI 48502; or fax to (810) 232-8310; or email the GCBA at rls@gcbalaw.org.  

 
Account#: ___________________________________________________    Exp. Date:____________________________  
 
Name as it appears on card:____________________________________ Last 3#’s on back of card:_______________  
 
Billing Address:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: _____________________________________________________ 
   

For more information, contact Committee Co-Chair Erwin Meiers at (810) 238-0900;   
Co-Chair Sue Preketes at (810) 234-1300; or the GCBA at (810) 232-6012.  

   

Register by May 30, 2008 



Notes N’ NewsNotes N’ NewsNotes N’ NewsNotes N’ News    
A Little of What’s Inside This Issue!A Little of What’s Inside This Issue!A Little of What’s Inside This Issue!A Little of What’s Inside This Issue!    

 

 
♦ Annual Meeting 

♦ Membership Meeting 

♦ Seminars 

♦ Law Day Volunteer Opportunities 

♦ Golf Outing 

♦ GCBA 5K Run for the Bar 
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